Poor Richard's Almanack

Benjamin Franklin Elementary School
1603 East Euclid Avenue « Centennial, CO 80121

Main Office: 303-347-4500 = FAX: 303-347-4524
Attendance Line: 303-734-3200

"Uell done is better than well said.”

Littleton Public Schools mission is to educate students for the future by challenging every individual to continuously

learn, achieve, and act with purpose and compassion. Our vision is exceptional community, extraordinary learning,

expanded opportunity, and success for all students.

November2009
Dear Franklin Community,
This will truly date me, but | am thinking today about a movie | dearly loved as a child 00Pol Il yanna. 6
you are not familiarwithe i t her the book or the movi e, itds a story
stern aunt in a somewhat grumpy town. Poll yanna pl ays

looks for something to be glad about in every situation. She le  arned this attitude of optimism from her
father and brings her cheerfulness and sunny disposition to anot  -so-pleasant environment with her aunt.
Without telling you the whole story, Pollyanna transforms the community in which she lives by her persistent
way of seeing the world with an attitude of gratitude. When Pollyanna has a traumatic incident occur, she
begins to lose her sense of optimism, but is revived when the community rallies around her and encourages
her with stories of how she has made a diff  erence in their lives.

Maybe this is quite old -fashioned, but I still see meaningful messages in a movie like this. It makes me think
about what it takes to be a strong and healthy citizen in this world. Children need to develop cognitive skills,
content knowledge, critical thinking and problem -s ol vi ng abiliti es. But itds
the beliefs and attitudes that help them to not only cope with their world successfully, but to influence, and

al so

even transform, their world. Believingth at c¢i rcumstances dondét dictate your

possibilities, even in the midst of limitations and challenges. That each person truly can make a difference.

It is rewarding to see so much evidence of these characteristics in our Frank lin community. Walking through

classrooms, | see students diligent in tackling learning, persisting with a can -do attitude even with difficult
tasks. | hear teachers give encouraging and affirming comments to students about their efforts. | observe

thecommi t ment of parents and community volunteering
at school. Surely we do have much to be glad about!
Whil e someti mes our society seems to thrive on tlhe

Pollyanna in my heart. My thanks to you for sharing a sense of community and your gifts of positive
expectation and beliefs.

Bonnie Miller
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School

Info

SCRABBLE CLUB

Scrabble Club concludes on November 3™, making way

for Spelling Club.

SPELLING CLUB

If you are interested in being in the Spelling Bee or just
want to be in a fun club where you will practice your
spelling skills, come and join the Spelling Club! Spelling
Club will begin November 10 " from 8:00 -8:30 and is
open to interested 3rd, 4 ™, and 5" graders. See Mrs.
Maxey for details.
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./ OnNov. 16, 17, and 18, Franklin

Fair in the Library. Itisa

holiday gifts and support yo ur
school - all at the same time.
Something New At Our Book Fair

Many students have relatives, family members, and
friends who live out of town or cannot attend the book
fair. They will nowhave the chance to shop online.
Students can create and email w ish lists to family and
friends, making it easy for them to purchase books
directly from the site. When placing orders online, you
must include the name of
teacher. Online book fair shopping will start three
business days before th e school fair, continue
throughout the book fair week and conclude three
business days after the school book fair. Customers will
be able to shop 24 hours a day and will have access to
hundreds of titles from favorite authors and beloved
series sets. All orders will be delivered directly to the
students at school, approximately 10 days after online
ordering ends. Questions? Call 1 -877-627-2515 or
email onlinefair@scholasticbookfairs.com

GOT BOOK S?

Does your family have a book (or a pile
of books) they would like to passonto a
local charity for children in need? Please drop them off
at Franklin d uring the month of November in the design-
ated boxes in the front hall of the school. You will also
have the opportunity to purchase new books to donate at
the Franklin Book Fair. A box will be available in the
Library during the Fair . Donating books is a great way
for children to  share their love of reading  with others.

will host its annual Scholastic Book

wonderful opportunity to purchase
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SCHOOL ABSENCES

For stude nts to obtain the greatest benefit from

public education , regular atten dance and participation
in classes is essential. The benefits of regular
classroom instruction are lost and cannot be entirely
regained, even with extra after -school instruction.
Consequently, many students who miss school
frequently experience great difficulty in achieving the
maximum benefits of schooling. According to state law,
it is the obligation of each parent to ensure that every
child under his/her care and supervision receives
adequate education and, if of compulsory attendance
age, attends school. Parents must communicate their
chil dés absences in the manfne
time specified by the school.

If your child will be absent  from school, please call our
24-hour attendance line at 303 -734-3200 by 9:30 am.
If your child is absent from school and they have not
been reported , we will contact you to verify the
absence. If we are unable to contact you, the absence
will be counted as unexcused. If your child will be
absent from school for an extended period of time, it

is required that you inform the office in writing stating

the dates and reason for the absence. Excused
absences in a semester become excessive after a

ti me. A physician®s vervreliforcdt i
a student whose absence exceeds 5 or more days or if
a student & total absences have become excessive.

Parents of students who itis determined have
excessive absences will receive a letter askin g parents
to develop a plan with the school to improve school
attendance. Thank you for your commitment to your
childds education and dedi clat
developing consistent school attendance.
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Classroom News

B

Kindergarten & %

November will find the kindergartners  going back in time
to learn about the firs t Thanksgiving. We will study the
lifestyle of pilgrims and Native Americans and celebrate
with our very own kin dergarten feast. We will cook and
make outfits to dress up like times pa st. We finish up
the month with a unit on families and what makes each

of our families unique and special. We will also be
traveling to Heritage High School for a performing arts
field trip. We are definitely busy in kindergarten!

First Grade

The first grade team would like to thank our parents for
attending parent -teacher conferences and for  your
valuable input. We appreciate the support at home and
look forward to continuing our parent -student -teacher
relationship. Looking ahead to November, firstg raders
will particip ate in a family poetry project (m ore info to
follow ). We will also be learning about Native Americans
and the first Thanksgiving. In our continued efforts to
keep our classrooms healthy, we welcome more Clorox
Wipes, Lysol Disinfectan t Spray, and hand sanitizer.

Second Grade

After a month of science
studies as we explore Colonial America. Second graders
will have an opportunity to travel back in time, just like
characters Jack and Annie from The Magic Tree House,
to experience what life was like during the Colonial

days. We will read historical fiction and non  -fiction
texts to discover the characteristics of colonial life.

During this month we reflect on all we are grateful for ,
in particular our exuberan t second graders!

Third Grade

The third graders (and our second/third grade class,

too!) have been cruising through the desert for a few
weeks now. As we wrap up our tour, we will be dissecting
owl pellets. We will be using our scientific process skills
to observe, record, and hypothesize about the food

chain of owls fi one of those desert - dwelling birds. We
are also looking forward to starting a new writing unit
where we will develop our writing muscles with personal
narratives. Look for an invitationt o our holiday writing

weodr e

celebration in December. Finally, if you have not had a
chance to visit
there are still openings Pl ease cont act
teacher to schedule a date fi you will absolutely have a
wonderful t ime.

Fourth Grade

October has brought many learning opportunities to our
fourth graders. Whatds the
and a mineral? Be sure to ask your scientist! In math,
students have been working with multiplication, division,
and algebra. Solving open number sentences, inserting
parentheses, and solving logic problems are just some of
the skills our students are learning. As we visit the
Technology Lab each week, students are really showi ng
off their computer abilities. We have been integratin g
writing instruction into our technology lessons as often

as possible. Ask your child how to use computerized
notestomakecomment s on a cl
fourth grade musical program was very entertaining and
October has provided students with a  performing arts
field trip, a visit from the Moun  tain Man, and Halloween
parties. What a month!

Fifth Grade

It was wonderful to have the opportunity to meet with
parents during Parent -Teacher Conferences. lItis
empowering to know that we are working toge ther as a
team for the benefit of your child.

Our fifth graders continue to be busy learning about
early explorers, angle measurement, division strategies,
and of course working on strategies tq become better

rergtfervs,'wntgrs a(r)1dn spehe(r)s. Lsogk?o'r o%rf ifth grade
writers to be featured in

main hallway this month!

STUDENT COUNCIL

Officer elections were recently held. Third though fifth
grade students all listened to speeches and voted. The
Student Council officers for 200 9-2010 are:

Tia Decolati, President
Julia Burns, Vice President
Marissa Martinez, Secretary
Connor Babbs, Treasurer

Congratulations to all who ran for an office. This type of
involvement makes Ben Franklin Elementary the great
school that it is.
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THE ART PALETTE

Orders will be accepted for the Art to Remember
fundraiser until November 13 ™. Mrs. Trapino is
requesting that students bring back t  heir original art
work from Art to Remember  (of eagles, the farmer and
his wif e, or American Gothic) after they have ordered
and received their items from Art to Remember.  The
pieces that are returned will go into an art show in the
ESC cafeteria and the hallways at Franklin.

Veterans Day Celebration

Franklin Elementary Sdhoq

Franklin students and staff would like to

and neighbors) at ansalhool assembly

November 11, 2009
9:00 a.m.
(Refreshments will be served at 8:30

Please join us in the Franklin Elements
gymasium for a special tribute to our vetg

Honoring all who
appreciation!

INSTRUCTIONAL
COACH

Kelly Card

After analyzing our data more closely , we have
discovered that we have a gender gap with re gard to

proficiencies in writing. A big focus for our writing
instruction this year will be addressing the differ ences
in boy and girl writers.  We will explore and implement
evidence-based practices, resources, and staff
development related t o boys and th e writing process.

The follow ing are some of the suggestions that

researchers have found to help address this issue:
e Boys must be engaged
e Provide real and varied audiences
e Create a classroom where boys f e e | oat
when they write
e Provide choice in what they write
e Allow them to add humor to their writing
e Fluency with handwriting
e Conversations: provide opportunities for them to
have conversations with peers about their
writing
e Technology: use of technology can increase
engagement
Much of the work we do wi Il be from Ralph Fletchers
book, Boy Writers dReclaiming Their Voices , and Boys
and Girls Learn Different by Michael Gurian.

GT NEWS

community veterans (dads, moms, grandgarents,

If you would like more information about GT
identification, services, Early Access, and

parent/educator re sources, here is a link you can access:

http://www.littletonpublicschools.net/forParents/Programs/GiftedTal

ented/EarlyAccess/tabid/ _9079/Default.aspx

BARNES and NOBLE FUNDRAISER

Mark your calendars for our annual Barnes and Noble

2 IV @ntraReWéreDecewibar £ T, fromlsa: @ -8:8 Pmialthe

Park Meadows store. The funds will be used to support
before and after school clubs. More details to follow.

o
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PTO Update

=

With the change of seasons, Franklin events are
beginning to o6falld into
collectively working hard to make Franklin a fabulous
place for stud ents, teachers and parents. We
appreciate the countl ess volunteers and have nothing
but positive news to report.

pl ace

It was wonderful to see so many friendly Franklin faces
at the Five Guys Burgers and Fries dinner night . We
plan on hosting another Dinner with Friends evening in
December.

Look for these PTO events in the month of November:

e Coffee & Conversation on November 5", from
9:00 06 10:00 am, in the cafe teria.

e PTO meeting on November 17 " at 7:00 pm.

e The Scholastic Book Fair November 16 ™, 17",
18" in the Library. Also this monthwe a re
having a book donation drive.

During this month of oO0thankso

again for all you do to support our school.

Amy Eckhout & Jeralyn Baker eNT, 7,
PTO Co Presidents Qvg“ A é\y
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PTO Manager
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Franklin utilizes an email system called PTO Manager

for communi cations and distributing the monthly

newsletter. We encourage all familiesto en ter at least

one emailaddressi n t he school 6s emai l
are notreceivingemai Il s from OFRANKLI N
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, 6 please
juliedillon25@comcast.net _ with your email information.

School E-mail
System

contact

VIPS

—————
[ e

ltds often in difficuldt ti mes

.our charhcter. Fhis ertdinly applies tamFRnagklina r e

volunteers this month.

It was truly moving to see our community rise up to
support the family of Brianna Marquez during such a
difficult time. From providing meals, to supporting the
Franklin Fun Run that was dedicated to her, it was
impossible not to notice the strong sense of community
at Frankl in.

This month we couldndét narrow
Month awardsto justtwo , so wedve . hlots&n
surprise that we recognize Dawn Ives, Chair of our TLC
Committee, as one of them. Dawn mobilized our

vol unteers to assi ghisdifBauli
time. Her passion for this committee is contagious and
she has been a great organizer!

annabod

Becca Damiano is also one of our Volunteers of the
Month for October. As Chair of the Health and Wellness

W @mmitt@e Ushethelded Nir €Troth Bring the &tk  Mi® Run

Run back to our school (what a success!) and also
organized Red Ribbon Week.

Finally, we have a new volunteer at Franklin who will

share the award of Volunteer of the Month with Dawn

and Becca. Austin Coryell, a long time volunteer at Ames
Elementary, has been nominated by many on the staff
because of his assistance with a variety of projects. You
may have even seen him in the hallways offering a happy -
face stamp for your hand! Austin also volunteers at 3

other schools in the district and we aret  hrilled to have
him at Franklin .

And thank you for being flexible while we made  the shift
at the sign -in desk to PTO Manager. The transition has
been very smooth and we welcome any questions you
might have regarding PTO Manager.

system.

Jul
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TLC COMMITTEE

Thank you for all the support that the TLC committee
gave to the Marquez family. It was a very difficult time
for the family and community to go through. Yet,
Franklin showed such amazing compassion to the family.
If you would like to be a part of the TLC committee
please contact Dawn lves at ives.dawn@gmail.com

FRANKLIN WINTER EVENT  ?

In the past, Franklin has coordinated a fun social event
for families during the month of February. We are
interested in bring ing this event back to Franklin this
year as a sock hop. If you are interested in chairing the
event we encourage you to grab a friend to help and

bring this back to Franklin . If interested, please contact
Gina Warner, VIPS Coordinator, at
ginawarner@comecast.net .

Thanksgiving 3
Feast!

Wedore thankful
family and friends like you!

Join us for lunch
on Tuesday,
Novembert?4
Franklin Elementary Schoo

r.s.v.p. 308343214 by Nov.'20
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Adults $25 Children $2.25
Kdg. 10:4€11:00
IstGrade 11:@-11:20

2dGrade 11:3011:50
4h Grade 11:5512:15
JdGrade 12:2012:40
5hGrade 12:451:05
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THE GARDEN DIRT

Another great funding opportunity for  a "green" project
at Franklin is the bag donation program at Southglenn
Whole Foods. Franklin has been selected to receive all
funds generated between October 1 * and December 31°
of 2009 from there reusable  bag credit program. Any
time ANYONE reuses grocery bags at Whole F  oods
Southglenn and opts to donate their bag credit of 10

cents per bag, F ranklin receives that money. This is an
incredibly easy fundraiser.  So, if you are shopping

at Whole Foods, don't forget your bags.  Please pass on
the info to neighbors, family mem bers and friends.

This past weekend , some very hard working and
dedicated members of the garden committee and their
families helped put the garden to bed for the winter.

Mulch was laid, beds were turned, perennials were cut
back and tenac ious weeds were wrestled with. A huge
thanks to those who helped. A lot of work was completed
in a relatively short amount of time. To the brave souls
that came out in the snow , a special thanks.

That being said, the garden never completely rests. We
will be plantin g garlic and spinach to winter -over and be
ready for harvesting next spring and summer.

It has been a fabulously productive late summer/fall for

the garden and the kids. Thanks to some energetic,
devoted and creative members of the garden committee
th e kids at Franklin have been able to engage in some
great learning. Aside from the salsa, pizza and 3 sisters
soup making activities previously mentioned, some of the
second graders have been making fabric and yarn dyes

awith spiné% gnd beets ?orryth(.egar den. They will be

using the dyed yarn for a weaving project in art. Other
second graders had a ball digging up and taking home
loads of carrots . The carrot crop was abundant with

some of the carrots being rather mutated, something

that went over especial ly well with the kids. It's good to
show them that even though they look funny, they are

still edible and taste just the same. The first graders
recently harvested the popping corn and pumpkins. They
will be doing "pumpkin math" and popping corn in the
coming weeks.

All and all, it was a great season in the garden.
have any ideas about activities for the garden or
specific plantings that might tie in to a specific
curriculum, please feel free to contact Allie Molinda at
blainenewby@yahoo.com.

If you
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Fundraising

SOUTHGLENN

As of October 15th, we have slipped into 3rd place in this
competition. As you begin your holiday shopping or venture
out to try the new restaurants in the shopping district,
remember to save your receipts to be registered for  this
o O , : .

program. Encourage neighbors, friends and family members

GROCERY CARDS to participate.

Participating i n Frfanmdasingnds Gr oEc'vtlaAlLPRo RAMPOINTS )
Sign up for the Street Smarts E  -mail program and earn 1,000

program 1s: points for our school.  Visit www.shopsouthglenn.com and
* FEasy foll ow the Street Smarts link to register.
e Free
e Convenient LIBRARY POINTS
e 5%-7% goes to benefit Franklin The program awards 100 points for each item (book, movie,
CD, etc.) you check out from the Southglenn library. Submit
We all buy grocerieseée Please pggfrdehptaRdufiinedabove. Thisonly applies to items

Lookfortheo rder Fform in this mont h&h§ckedoutattheS outhglenn branch.

newsletter. Receipts may be registered in one of three ways.

1. Drop off receipts in the Street Smarts collection box
located in the PTO/Community room at Franklin.

2. Drop receipts in the Street Smarts receipt collection box,
located in the Concier ge lobby near the shop ping center
parking structure. If using this method, please write Franklin

Have more questions about why we fundraise and
the Grocery Card program? Visit
www.franklin.littletonpublicschools.net _, and then
click the PTO Sun.

A big THANK YOU goes out to all the current Grocery across the top of the receipt. Occasionally receipts drop
Card Fundraising participants. Please remember to loosely into the slot and miss the box.  This will make sure the
reload your King Soopers card:; five percent of your points are awarded correctly.

3. Keep your receipts and redeem them at the
Retail/Residential Management Office located at 6851 S.
Gaylord St. , Monday through Friday 8:00 am -5:00 pm.

entire purchase goes to Franklin.

Only original receipts are accepted. If you need your original
receipts returned, choose option #3 above  or place them in
an envelope with your nam e and your child's name, grade and
teacher then drop them in the school collection box. A PTO
representative will Iog the receipts and return them to you

CARTRIDGES FOR KIDS

Franklin participates in a year -round fu ndraiser ,
collecting used printer cartridges, cell phones, laptops,

and PDAO®GSs. CFK has also expanded its recycling progra
to include digital cameras, iPods, DVD movies, GPS If you have any questions regarding this program, conta  ct
SystemS, video games, video consoles and video Jeralyn Baker at jeralynb@comcast.net or 303 -771-8357.

accessories. Recyclables may be b rought to the school
and dropped into the large gray plastic bins located
across from the staff lounge. You may also drop them
off on the porch of one of the following homes:

Jeralyn Baker HFIl 36084 E. Kettle Place
Kim Engler HFIl - 6257 E. Jamison Driv e Don't forget to collect your Box Tops for Education. Box
Tops can be turned in to your classroom teacher. The
i class that collects the most Box Tops will receive a pizza
party in the Spring!
Questions? Contact Nikki Pollard or Jamie Carroll

For more inform ation on this program including

what 6s coll ectable, please vi
www.cartridgesforkids.com . If you have any questions,
contact Kim Engler at kimengler@comcast.net
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District News

Littleton Public Schools Foundation & $4™ Annual
Littleton Stride will be held on Saturd  ay, November 7 "
at Ketring Park in Littleton. Registration is at 7:30 a.m.
with the race starting at 8:30 a.m. The Littleton Stride

is a family, school, and community 5K Run/Walk with a 1K
Fun Run. Itis a great event for the entire family with

lots of food, fun fitness activities, and awards for
individual age groups and school participation. Runners
and walkers of all ages and abilities are welcome and
encouraged to participate. So come and show your
school spirit, be healthy with family and friends , and
support your school district. All proceeds from this

event benefit Littleton Public Schools through the LPS
Foundation. To register, goto www.Active.com. For
pricing, more information or to volunteer, please  either
visit www.Ipsfoundation.com or call 303 -347-3478.

Miles for Smiles is a program with K ids In Need of
Dentistry (KIND). It is a traveling bus that is equipped
as a dental office, complete with two dental chairs, one
X-ray unit, and sterilization unit.

We are excited to announce that Miles for Smiles will be
visiting Doctors Care, and offeri  ng dental services for
children up to the age of 18.

Miles for Smiles will be located at Doctors Care, 191 E.
Orchard Road, Littleton, CO 80121 starting on Monday,
November 2 ™ until Wednesday, November 25 ™, 2009.
We accept Medicaid and CHP+. For our uninsured
families we charge 20% of services.

If you have questions or would like to schedule an
appointment please call Krystal at (303)859 -9624.



