Poor Richard's Almanack

Benjamin Franklin Elementary School
1603 East Euclid Avenue « Centennial, CO 80121

Main Office: 303-347-4500 = FAX: 303-347-4524
Attendance Line: 303-734-3200

"Uell done is better than well said.”

Littleton Public Schools mission is to educate students for the future by challenging every individual to continuously
learn, achieve, and act with purpose and compassion. Our vision is exceptional community, extraordinary learning,
expanded opportunity, and success for all students.

February 2010

Dear Franklin Community,

The year 2010 has started on a positive note at Franklin . We welcomed over 90 families at our annual Kinder garten
Information Night  on January 14™. We were very encouraged by the number of new families in our attendance
area, as well as prospective optional families , who came out to hear about our kindergarten  program. Seeing
current parents accompanying their neighbor s and sharing highlight s about our school was very endearing and
reinforced how important Franklin is to our community. Please remind your neighbors, friends or those you know
who are planning on attending Kindergarten next year to register at Franklin on February 1 Stor2™. These are
critical days as the district makes attendance projections (and therefore funding allotments) based on the

kindergarten registration numbers on these  two days.

Other important items for your awareness:

e Morning drop off : Please help us maintain a safe and stress -free drop -off by waiting until you are one of the
first two cars in line to let your children out. We have had some concerns with children walking in front or
behind moving cars. Students may be dropped off starting at 8:15a.m. when staff is on duty.  Please refrain
from early drop -offs. Franklin Friends, our School Aged Child Care program, is a service you may consider if
you need help with supervision before or after school. | n the event you arrive after the bell, please
accompany your child into the office to check in.

e Mid-year Data and School Improvement Plan Update:  Grade levels and intervention specialists are wrapping up
mid-year data collections in reading, writing and math. The results of student progress are very pos itive.
Intervention groupings are being readjusted and new strategies/intervention plans are being implemented.

Next mont hds Al man aeykarupdate bf our BchdolunthmvementrRlar progress.

e Budget Matters:  Continue to follow LittletonP ubl i ¢ School s Board of Education de

reduction recommendations by attending the board meetings or checking the district website,
www.littletonpublicschools.net . The Franklin Acc ountability Committee will be discussing the  effects of the
reduction decisions and providing consultation to the principal during the next two accountability meetings in
relation to staffing at Franklin.

At a recent conference, | had the opportunity to listen to Bonnie Blair, Olympic speed skater and one of the most
successful American Ol ympi ans. She tal ked about oOWhat
Staying dedicated to what you love, focusing on your goals, having a plan and skatin g through to the end helps you

get through the tough ti mes. F r adiirdm ourstaffso oartFnarklim g t flamilieswei n

will continue to focus on our goals and skate through to the end.

To our continued success,

Janie Youderia

Principal
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http://www.littletonpublicschools.net/
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CREATIVE WRITING
CHALLENGE

This year's writing co ntest kicked off on January 15
Students have until Friday, February 5", to submit their
short story or poetry entries. There will be first,

. ‘ . second and thi rd place finishes in grades 2 through 5,
K'NDE‘QGA!?«TEN and one winner in the poetry category.  Kindergarten and
l&EG‘ng& AT‘ON 1st grade entrants will receive acknowledgement of their

efforts as well, when the winners are announced in late
February 1% and 2" 8:00a.m. - 4:00 p.m. _
February. Students are free to select their own

th

Kinder garten registration for the 2010  -11school year themes, but some suggestions are time travel, dinosaurs,
will take place on Monday and Tuesday, February 1° and fairies, or stories involving famous places or landmarks
2" at Franklin. Parents are asked to come t o school to such as the Eiffel Tower or the Pyramids of  Egypt.

complete registration paperwork between the hours of o ) ] ] ]
Winning entries will be posted to the Franklin web  site

8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Documents required for ) S )
registration include the-tehild 3N'sth p%r(iantraltp%rmlscagnr tSItupelntCn%nEe%V\,nll n%t Be

date immunization records, and proof of residency (i.e. published fof pr.lvacy rfeasons. Rules and entry forms
lease agreement, closing paper, tility bill, etc.) have been distributed in clas srooms. Entry forms are

Registration not completed on February 15 and 2™ at still available on the Franklin web site or by contacting

Franklin will have to be submitted to the LPS district Diana Carney at 303 -798-4957 or _
offices at 5660 S. Crocker Street. drmcarney@comcast.net . The contest is a great way to

jump start an interest in creative writing. So sharpen
Children 5 years old by 10/1/2010  are eligible for fall your pencils and may the best writer win!

kindergarten. Please plan ahead for registration and
help us by informing any families in your neighborhood
about these dates.

STUDENT COUNCWL
CANDYGRAMS

SPELLING /V\ \

res) Y (X “HAVE A HEART FOR HAITY"
g F /gg%‘\ Each year our Student Councilsponsor s a Val ent i
.ﬁ' gPELL‘NG BEE Candygram sale. Our students are invited to purchase

and send a Candygram message to friends at Franklin.

The sale will take place February 3, 4, 5, 8, and 9.

Kudods to the partikdankiapelisg of tfoBnatdmMilib&dent home soon.
Bee:

Cameron Baker Caleb Ives Student Council is proud to announce t hat this year 50%
Maggie Carney Joey Miller of the proceeds from the sale will be donated to the
Anisha Choi Tommy Miller American Red Cross to benefit the relief efforts in
Tia Decolati Mol ly O&8Shea Haiti. If you wish to make an additional donation to the
lan Gienger Jennie Sparks relief efforts, you can make checks payable to the
American Red Cross. Frank | i n El ement ary S
Congratulations and good luck to the winners who will Heart for Haitio.

participate in the LPS Spelling Bee on February 10 ":
Maggie Carney & 1% place

Anisha Choi 82" place

Tia Decol ati 3™ place

Cameron Baker - Alternate


mailto:drmcarney@comcast.net

INSTRUCTIONAL 6T NEWS
COACH

Gifted and Talented Identification in LPSis an on-going

Kelly Card T N ]
process. Identification is a recognition of talents and is
As part of our School Improvement Plan, one of our made by looking at the strengths of the students.
areas of focus is the achievement gap between male and Ident_|f|cat|on IS ma,de after | ooking at a obc
female writers. One resource we have been using this evid € and tha ,a stud ent has dem_on_strated a
year to guide our instruction is the professional book strength in 3 out of the 6 areas on the district hexagon.
Boy Writers by Ralph Fletcher. The follow ing is an (See below.) One of the three pieces must be a score at
excerpt from Chapter 6 which talks about violence in or above the 95th percentile on a nationally normed
boy writing and what teachers can do in their standardized test in one of the six areas.  (The only

classrooms. Many of the suggestions ¢ an be supported exception to t his is for those students applying of Early
at home. Access to Kindergarten or First Grade.)

What Can | Do In My Classroom? 7 N

| Student Achievement |
And excerpt from Boy Writers by Ralph Fletcher p. 56 f— e
! Observable : H Student
If we truly want to get boys writing, we must give them Bse]t:‘i_ﬁ‘j;; | Interest
a wider engagement zone in the workshop. My e NS T
suggestions: E pef.ft':iifm i .\Isott‘-;\c'l:g.ct:-n
e Dondt aut omat i des Wwithweamonst | aw SRS , | toleamn
e Think carefully about what language is deemed Sf;ﬁf;‘t
allowable in their writing. Most boys know how N T
to code -switch between what they do and say on
the street and what fits into the school culture. A student is considertheyd on a
But you might want to put forth some reasonab le demonstrate a strength in even 1 of the 6 areas.
guidelines. One teacher | know made a While programming and services is site -based at each
distinction between the classroom, the LPS school, at Franklin we recognize the strengths of all
playground and the street. of our students, Jdentified or 0 wa t and gian
e Think about language we use to talk about this curriculum and services based on these need s.
issue. Revisit all the cut -and-dried rules about For more information please visit the district website at
what students are allowed to include in their www.littletonpublicschools.org , click on Parent (at the
writi ng. Bring kids into the dialogue. The best top), click on Gifted and Talented (on the left) or see
classroom rules evolve from a discussion in which me:
every student, plus the teacher, has a voice. Jill H. Maxey
e Trynot tojudge students by what they write. Gifted an d Talented Facilitator
Accept it, and help them make the writing imaxey@Ips.k12.co.us
better.
e Look for well writ ten texts (novels by Gary
Paulsen, stories by Edgar Allan Poe) that model
skillful use of violence in a narrative. CSAP

Look for the humor underneath the violence. Much of
the violent writing we see from boys may actually be
humor in disguise.

Grade 3 Reading & Feb. 17-18; Writing/Math & Mar. 9-12
Grade 4 Reading, Writing, Math & Mar. 9-19

Grade 5 Reading, Writing, Math, Science & Mar. 9-19
CSAP results are an important assessment tool.  Please
make every effort to have your child  in attendance and
well rested. We want our students to shine like they do

in class!



http://www.littletonpublicschools.org/
mailto:jmaxey@lps.k12.co.us

CLASSROOGAA

NEWS

CAN
The beginning of February will find the kindergartners
counting. Counting that is, all the way to 100!  We will
celebrate our 100th day in kindergarten with 100
cupcakes, 100 candles and almost 100 5™ grade buddies.
We will also have a special visit from our counting friend,
Zero the Hero. We will study our  famous presidents who
were born in February and learn about some of our
c o0 u n timppréast patriotic symbols. We are looking
forward to celebrating
party that our wonderful parents are busy planning. The
end of the month wi Il find us zipping into outer space as
we explore our sun, the moon and planets in our galaxy.
We are ready to blast off!

This month our first graders will be performing a

musical on February 10", at 7:00p.m. We are looking
forward to the pe rformance and hoping that all of our
families can join us. We have begun our second science
rotation studying Rocks and Pebbles. Itis a two week
science unit with lots of hands on explorations with
rocks, pebbles, and sand. Our current writing unit of
study is R evision. The kids learned how to use different
colored pens to enhance their stories by making their
revisions visible. We have completed our midyear
assessments and look forward to sharing them with you
at conferences next month.  We will see y ou at the
performance on February 10 ™!

Second grade had such a great time with presentations
on Biography Night. We learned so much and our parents
and teachers were so proud of us and all of the hard
work we did.

B

In February we will become botanists and study plants.
We will learn the parts of a flower, about

photosynthesis and about how plants are part of our
everyday lives. A visit from the Denver Botanic Gardens
will teach us to be plant detectives. We will do some
planting in our Frankl in garden and we will grow Brassica

seeds in our classrooms. Watch for green thumbed
second graders in February!

Our grade level will attend a performing arts field trip

at Arapahoe High School on February 17 ™. Keep your
eyes open for a field trip permission slip to come home
soon.

The third graders are putting their energy into writing
poetry this month. We have been learning about the
tools that poets use and applying their techniques to our
own writing. Mr s .
are excited to present their nominees to the Hero Hall
of Fame at our ONight of
All of our students are reading and learning about the
Solar System and looking forward to our field trip to

Val ent i nhe WMsseuk afNatwd ahd? S@ence Bn@l thé Gates

Planetarium.

Zounih, rade

The students in fourth grade are working hard with
partial quotients algorithm. Students are lear  ning to
interpret remainders. A power point presentation is
linked to the Franklin website under 4 ™ grade. We
continue with our units of study for writing. Essay
writing is a focus for fourth grade. Look for samples of
writing that are organized by a main idea rather than
time. We have some great thinking going on! In
technology, we will be looking at scie ntists and their
thinking. We will be taking notes as we explore
scientific web sites.  In science, students are studying
the muscular and skeletal systems of the body.

~Zifih rade

Fifth grade is delving into the 13 colonies fi the reasons
people came, the opportunities and challenges they
found, as well as the industries that made the colonies
successful. Our social studies learning goes beyond just
our text book fi we are reading historical fiction books
and will be conducting research. All these activities
really bring the past to life!

We are more than half way though our math curriculum.
As a result, the math work may get more challenging.
Dond6t worry i f Dbjedodotbemiork d i
without help. Students are getting exposed to new
concepts which will be explored in middle school.

Mc Cchgnaderse s s

t"h e

S



=% THE ART PALETTE

Please saveyour cancelled U.S. postage stamps and send
them to the Art department. We will use them for a

Spring collage project.

Congratulations to the following student s whose artwork
was displayed during January atthe LPS Education

Services Center :

Kdg: Payton Christensen
Gracie Fix
Grace Hellman

Gr. 1 Kyle Brue
Mia Brue
Tiernan Har ris
Nayar Herrera

Gr. 2 Joey Berndt
Joey Cazzanigi
Hannah Gienger
Taryn Lenox
Aiden Luter
Ellie McCoy
Matthew Merchant

Gr.3  Dylan Corneli us
Anna We ner

Gr. 4 Jessica Gouin

And to the following students

Braden Johnson
Hannah McGee

Julia Juergens
Hailee Trembly
Blase Wolf

Austin Moore
Cameron Schultz
Will Snell

Casey Watkins
Jack Watson
Abby Warner
Chris Worthing

Chantelle Whittaker

whose artwork was

displayed during January at the Bemis Library:

Kdg: McKenzie Adams
Kaitlyn Callahan
Maya Grover
Peri Grover

Gr.1  Taylor Cazzanigi
Cadence Hurt
Josie LaScala
Jackie Lyons

Gr.2 Carissa Baker
Abby Chaplick

Gr.3  Tyler Bland
Sara Haysley
Aiden Lut er

Gr.4  Gabi Calderon
Carl Cooper
Rikki Gross
Brian Hensley
Aubrey Kelley

Gr.5 Cameron Baker
CeCe Chapman
Anisha Choi

Christian Jon son
Matt Lairamore
Haley Nelson
James Shaver

Ariana Rodriquez - Herrera
Mateusz Tomas
Blase Wolf

Cooper Johnson
Lilly Morse

Maren Porter
Aiden Sweezey
Julia Vartuli

Riley Keohane
Seth Porter
Caleb Romberger
Jennie Sparks
Sam Williams

Daisy Mercer
Nicholas Schaecher
McKenzie Walters - Hooey

PTO NEWS

The busy holiday season is behind us. W e are a month
into the new year and our students are nearing the end

of their second trimester. Is it really possible that

there are less than four months of school left? If yo u
have not yet had a chance to visit your child's classroom
this year, consider stopping in for a Valentine's Day

party on Friday, February 12. The primary grades (K -2)
will be celebrating in their classrooms between 8:45 -
9:45 a.m.and then attending a da nce assembly from
10:00-10:45 a.m. The secondary grades (3 -5) will attend
the dance assembly first, from 9:00 -9:45AM and then
move to their classrooms for their parties beginning at
10:20AM. It will be a fun and exciting morning.

We would also love to s ee you at our upcoming Dinner
with Friends night at Pasquini's on February 22.
Pasquini's is an Italian family restaurant located near
C470 and Quebec. The food is quite tasty , but getting
to visit with other members of the Franklin community is
what wil | really make the evening special. Additional
details will be sent as the day gets closer.

Our first PTO meeting of 2010 will be held at Franklin
on February 16, at 7:00PM. Please join us!

Jeralyn Baker & Amy Eckhout, PTO Co -Presidents

GREAT J40B, FRANKLIN

Over a thousand books were collected during the
November Book Drive and distributed to six different
agencies and schools: Sacred Heart House, Denver
Rescue Mission, Cornerstone Food Bank, The Village
Preschool, Alice Terry Elementary School, and F ort
Carson.

The Alice Terry School in the Sheridan school district
received over 350 books from the Franklin community.
During a special program at the school, each student was
given the opportunity to choose their own book to take
home with them and kee p.

Thank you to all who donated books d&it made a
difference to many children!



VIPS
CORNER

School is in full swing after returning from the holiday
break. Itis atime for renewal and refreshment. There
are many opportunities in the upcoming month s to
volunteer at Franklin. Field trips, classroom help and -

comingsoondVal entineds
information fromyourchi | d 8 s
need help to make these parties successful. Plus

Day

parties.
room parents.

,i t O0s

time you can be with your child while joining in the fun.

We appreciate all that yo u do for the Franklin
community. Keep up the great work!

Congratulations to Kristen Winfield, our Volunteer of

the Month. Kristen is, among other things, our
Hospitality Committee chair. So far

this year , she has

successfully welcomed you the first day of school, fed

our teachers during fall conferences

, coordinated the

annual Thanksgiving Feast, and provided cookies for our

new kindergartners during registration

to stay orga nized has proven to be beneficial in this role
she gladly took on at the beginning of the year. Our
hats are off to Kristen for all the hard work she puts

into making Franklin a place of community for all.

a

Kristenos

FUNDRAISING
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CARTRIDGES e
FOR KIDS l\
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Franklin participates in a year

and" Poa%’s ! crk nas
systems, video games, video consoles and video

accessories.

We have a new drop off site! Recyclables may be
brought to the school and placed in the collection boxes
located in the community room across from the office.
You may also drop them off on the porch of one of the

foll owing homes:

Jeér1 I’Il Eiali<e5 HFIl 06084 E. Kettle Place
Kim Engler HFIP/ - 6257 E. Jamison Drive

For more information on this program

collectable, please visit www.cartridgesforkids.com

-round fundraiser of
collegir?g uéeéD p‘?jrlftér &Hridgfesc,) dell phones, laptops,
al so
to include digital cameras, iPods, DVD movies, GPS

you have any questions, contact Kim Engler at
HYPERLINK "mailto:kimengler@comcast.net"
kimengler@comcast.net

expa

, including what 6 s
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Save the Date!

will be Saturday, May 1, 2010
& at The Island. @
® =]

You won’t want to miss it!
@ @

The Franklin Fiesta Spring Auction




Have you had a chance to visit the
Hollywood Theaters at The Streets at
SouthGlenn? They offer reserved

W seating and free refills on large fountain

FOUTHELENY drinks and large popcorns. Any ticket

ETCETERA

[ e B

stubs or concession receipts logged through March 31
will earn double points. Pl an a date ni A‘qgirlés ni ght

take in a family movie with the kids and turn in your
receipts for Franklin.

As of December 31, 2009, Frank lin moved into first
place but the top three positions are very close. Help us
stay on top by following any of the instructions below.

E- MAIL PROGRAM POINTS

Sign up for the Street Smarts E ~ -mail program and earn
1,000 points for our school. To sign up, visit
http://www.shoppingpartnership.com/points/streets so
uthglenn.htm and register for Points Alerts.

LIBRARY POINTS

In addition to earning points for shopping, the program
awards 100 points for each item (book, movie, CD, etc.)
you check out from the So uthglenn Library. Submit your
checkout receipt as outlined below. This only applies to
items checked out at the Southglenn branch.

Receipts may be registered in one of three ways.

1. Drop off receipts in the green and white Street
Smarts collection box located in the PTO/Community
room at Franklin.

2. Drop receipts in the Street Smarts receipt collection
box, located in the Concierge lobby near the shopping
center parking structure. If using this method, please
write Franklin across the top of the recei pt.
Occasionally receipts drop loosely into the slot and miss
the box. This will make sure the points are awarded
correctly.

3. Keep your receipts and redeem them at the
Retail/Residential Management Office located at 6851
S. Gaylord St. , Monday through Friday 8:00 am to 5:00
pm. This is the leasing office on the east side of the
street, north of The Mellow Mushroom.

Only original receipts are accepted. If you need your
original receipts returned, either choose option #3

above or place them in an env elope with your name and
your child's name, grade and teacher , then drop them in
the school collection box. A PTO representative will log
the receipts and return them to you.

If you have any questions regarding this program, contact
Jeralyn Baker at je ralynb@comcast.net or 303 -771-8357.

FRANKLIN FRIENDS

February is our annual dog month in Franklin Friends.

Sheila Lupton, a service dog trainer, wil | be one of the

guest speakers f or our after -school group. Students

also have the opportun ity to schedule an appointment

and present their dog to us. There will be a drawing at

the end of the month with o0do

There are two late -start Wednesdays in February. On
Wednesday, February 3, Eric West, Music  f or Kids, will
be providing an entertaining and informative assembly.
The morning of February 24, creative dramatics with
Leroy Leonard is scheduled.

Friday, February 12, school is dismissed at 12:33 p.m.,
after lunch. Franklin Friends will be in session at that
time until 6:00 p.m., with a fun afternoon planned.

Please contact Serena Ritchie at 303 -347-4220, with
any questions about Franklin Friends.

BEST WISHES, MRS. LUSK

Our best wishes go out to Mrs. Alison Lusk, as her last
day at Franklin was January 25 ™. Alison has been a
valuable member of our staff since 2004, working in
classrooms and supervising our cafeteria and playground.
We wish Alison the best of luck as she pursues her
passion of writing.

!
00P5

The clinic likes to keep on hand change s of clothes for
times of need. We seem to have enough underwear, but
if you have sweatpants or socks that your child has
outgrown, we would appreciate any donations. Thank you!

SWEATPANTS NEEDED!



DISTRICT

INFORMATION
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Littleton Public Schoo | 8 s Ch i éarh offeis RREE T
screenings for children, birth to 5 years of age who are

at risk for delays in development. The team consists of

an occupational therapist, speech/language pathologist

and a school psychologist. The screening provides

general informationabout a chi |l d6s current
speech/language, motor, social, and pre -academic skills.

It takes approximately one hour. Screenings are not an
assessment for kindergarten readiness.

Following the screening, parents will receive feedback
from th e Child Find T eam. If screening results indicate
possible delays in development, the Child Find T eam will
recommend further assessment. Screenings are held

four times each month during the school year and less
frequently during the summer. Parents who have
concerns aboutthei r chi | dds
303-347-6980 for an appointment.

Screenings are held at: The Village, 1907 W. Powers
Ave., Littleton, CO 80120

INFORMATION CENTER

Please look for the following flyers in our Information
Center located outside the ma in office:

V Science Matters

Spanish Enrichment

South Suburban Skating

South Suburban Winter Events
HHS Junior Belles Clinic

Ltn/So. Jeff. Co. Youth Basketball
Ltn/So. Jeff. Co. Youth Baseball
AHS Junior Toms Clinic

<K<K <K<K<KCK<LK KL

devel opment

Upcoming Events

Kindergarten Registration 0

February 1 -2 @%C
&

February 3
LATE START
2 hour delay

MininuT by

Februaryl2i 12:33 Dismissal

cal l

NG sehool

Februaryl5
Oqdr hbag msr 0

February 24
LATE START
2 hour delay

February 2 6
Report Cards Home



