
 

Littleton Public Schools mission is to educate students for the future by challenging every individual to continuously 
learn, achieve, and act with purpose and compassion. Our vision is exceptional community, extraordinary learning, 

expanded opportunity, and success for all students. 
December 2009 

 

Dear Franklin Community,  
 

This time of year brings many special celebrations through a variety of events, holidays and occasions and this last 

month was especially ev entful.  We were fortunate to have world -class physically -challenged athlete, Trish 

Downing, at Franklin to tell her story of overcoming obstacles, achieving goals and moving past difficulties.  Her 

story of becoming the first female paraplegic to compete in the Iron Man Triathlon and her message of working 

hard, never giving up, finding ways to accomplish your dreams and believing in yourself was a true inspiration to our 

students.  
 

What has become one of my favorite events, Veteransõ Day, gave us the blessed opportunity to honor almost 50  

veterans , including two from World War II .   This year we shared our gratitude through song, messages of 

appreciation and a presentation of an original art piece by Franklin students to each veteran in attendance.  The 

word ôthank youõ took special meaning on this day as many of our veterans expressed gratitude, not in recognition 

of themselves, but for providing such a ceremonial event to teach our students to remember, respect and honor 

our great country.   Additionally,  our annual ôThanksgiving Feastõ was once again well attended and perhaps the 

largest yet.  Thank you to our PTO volunteers who worked diligently to make our Thanksgiving Feast a successful 

community event.  
 

As we move into December, our students continue  their year long journey of success through continued focus on 

learning goals, and are amazing their teachers every day.  Incredible writing examples sprinkled everywhere 

throughout the building include such strong messages and leave me wanting to read mor e from each of our creative 

writers.  Here are a few wonderful poetry examples fitting for this time of year from second grade:   
 

  In December    Hanukkah    Christmas  

  Snow falls.    Candles light.      Bells ring.  

  Birthdays arrive.   People eat.   Santa travels.  

  Kids play.   Families pray.    Wrapping paper rips.  

  Santa comes.   Families sleep.   Presents open. 

  Presents wait.    Blessings appear.  Relatives gather.  
             by: Jessica        by: Lilly            by: Zach  
 

As I watched our 3 rd  grader s practicing their musical program, one particular song struck a chord for me with this 

phrase:  òDid you know that thereõs a single thread; that connects us all, one by one and this thre ad of love, of 

faith, of hope; c reates a strong and beautiful bond.ó  Franklin is a wonderful example of a strong and beautiful 

bond.  
 

May this season be especially meaningful for you this year!  

 

Janie Youderian



 

 
 

 

 

 
The Gingerbread Boy and Laura Numeroffõs playful 

characters in her If You Give  a Mouse a Cookie series 

will usher us into December.  In addition to reading 

these delightful stories we will be doing some òHow to...ó 

writing about baking and other activities.  We will also 

make gingerbread houses with our wonderful Buddies.  

We will h ave a special Laura Numeroff Day on December 

17th  and 18th  when we will enjoy some of the same 

activities as her characters . 

 

 
We enjoyed the Thanksgiving poetry you worked on with 

your child.  It was fun to see the creativity and it made 

our Th anksgiving feast more festive!  As we enter the 

winter season, first grade will be studying the author, 

Jan Brett.  In writing, we continue to work on òsmall 

momentsó and teaching skills and strategies that make 

our writing easy to read and enjoy.  We are looking 

forward to òboardingó the Polar Express on Friday, 

December 18 th .  Please look for more information about 

this event.  The first grade team would like to take this 

opportunity to wish you and yours a healthy, safe and 

happy holiday season! 
 

 
We really enjoyed our study of Colonial America!   Now, 

as we enter into the month of December, we enter into 

the exciting world of Fairy Tales.   Students will immerse 

themselves in Fairy Tales, exploring the unique writing 

characteristics that make a  story a Fairy Tale.   They will 

enjoy how, Once Upon a Time, in a land far away,  things 

always seemed to happen in threes .  Students will soon 

discover that the good character and the evil character  

often face a problem, but in the end everyone lives 
happily ever after!  Also, a morning Fairy Tale 

celebration will take place on December 18 th , to wrap up 

our unit.  
 
 
 
 

 
Third grade is working thoughtfully throughout the day.  

We are asking questions befo re, during, and after 

reading. Then we are answering them with evidence  from 

the book and our schema. As writers, we are growing 

seed stories into personal narratives that we will 

celebrate on Friday, December 18 , from 2:00 to 3:00.  

All our families are invited to come and hear our stories, 

share some hot chocolate, and dessert. We are also 

reading stories of immigrants and learning why people 

immigrate from all over the globe. The temperature is 

heating up in our classes with all the wonderful thinking 

of our students.  
 

 
Please check out all of our wonderful writing on display 

throughout our hallways.  In math, we are working on 

measurement and decimals.  Please continue to study 

math facts, especially multiplication and division. We are 

finishing up our rocks and mineral unit in science and will 

begin the human body unit in December . 
 

 

In math we have been working hard on division using 

partial q uotients and friendly numbers. We will extend 

our learning into the exploration of fractions and 

decimals.  Our writing has been takin g many formsñ

poetry, personal na rratives, wiki work, Powerpoint , 

summary responses, just to name a few.  We are so 

thankful  for our new N etbooks which allow our students 

many more opportunities for sharing their writing.  As we 

begin our Social Studies unit  on the colonial period, we 

will celebrate with a traditional colonial wassail party.  

We will make gingerbread cookies and spiced cideréa 

sweet connection to our learning.  

 

 

 

 

Bracelet  sales for the Brianna Memorial Fund were a 

great success and we thank all who helped with our sale. 

Student Council has also selected a charity for 

December . We will be collecting new and gently used 

clothing for children, especially f or  ages 9-18, for the 

Rocky Mountain Childrenõs Law Center. Cash donations 

will also be accepted. Collection boxes for clothing will 

be available near the front hallways.  Student Council 

will meet again on Friday, December 11, 2009.  



 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

At our November PTO meeting, we were fortunate to 

have Jean Martinez, L PS Director of Elementary Ed and 

former Franklin Principal, speak to us regarding the 

budget crisis that the district is facing.  While the 

Power Point presentation that she showed is not 

currently available online, the information can be found 

by visiting  www.littletonpublicschools.net and clicking on 

the green Budget Matter$  link on the left side of the 

homepage.  Most of what she discussed is located on this 

page and there are links in the upper right corner to 

other district financial information.  
 

If y ou have limited time but would like to receive an 

informative snapshot of the district budget, click on the 

Financial Perspectives Brochure.  This brochure shows 

where LPS funding comes from, where the money goes, 

and where the district has made cuts over the past two 

years.  If you have a little more time available, you may 

wish to attend the LPS Board meeting on December 10 th , 

when the district will be making recommendations for 

next year's budget.  Please visit the LPS website for the 

meeting location an d time.  
 

We appreciate all you do to support the Franklin staff, 

students and community.  The value of your support is 

immeasurable.  THANK YOU!  
 

Jeralyn Baker & Amy Eckhout, PTO Co -Presidents  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Please remember, if you do your hol iday food shopping at 

Whole Foods at Southglenn, take your own bags and 

donate your bag credit to the Franklin Garden 

(sometimes you need to remind the cashiers to donate it 

rather than give you credit back).    
 

Thanks from all who benefit by it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

You may have been swept away to distant  lands by our 

Destination Book F air this month - thanks to our 

November Volunteers of the Month! The book fair is 

always such a fun social event at Franklin, and we want 

to recognize our co -chairs, Liz Han son, Elizabeth 

Moynihan, and Elise Luter for all of their work in helping 

to make it such a success. B ecause of their work , all of 

our teachers were able to add to their classroom 

librarie s with a generous credit . Thank you ladies!  
 

Did you know you can access PTO Manager from home? 

We realize that  some of you might forget to enter your 

volunteer hours when you are at Franklin,  and that some 

of you  do volunteer work outside of the building.  In 

these cases we want to make sure you understand how to 

enter th ose hours in PTO Manager from home.  Here is a 

quick guide:  
 

 Sign in to your account.    

 Click on the Events  tab on the upper left corner  

 Find the Event you volunteered for and select 

Volunteer for Event .   

 In the Task  field enter briefly your task .   

 Change the Task Date  and Time  then click on Save. 
 

If you don't have a PTO Manager account , you can 

create a new one on the home page 

www.ptomanager.com.  If you have forgotten your 

password, PTO Manager will send it t o you through your 

registered e-mail.   
 

Remember to enter all home hours or hours you forgot 

to enter  at school.   These hours are reported to the 

district and used to show how much parent/grandparent 

involvement there is and the equivalency to staff.   Our  

school's volunteers are vital to  our success! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.ptomanager.com/


 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Franklin participates in a year -round fundraiser , 

collecting used printer cartridges, cell phones, laptops, 

and PDAõs.  CFK has also expanded its recycling program 

to include digital cameras, iPods, DVD movies, GPS 

systems,  video games, video consoles and video 

accessories.  Recyclables may be brought to the school 

and dropped into the large gray plastic bins located 

across f rom the staff lounge.  You may also drop them 

off on the porch of one of the following homes:  
 

Jeralyn Baker HFII ð 6084 E. Kettle Place  

Kim Engler HFII - 6257 E. Jamison Drive  
 

For more inform ation on this program including  

whatõs collectable, please visit : 

www.cartridgesforkids.com .  If you have any questions, 

contact Kim Engler at kimengler@comcast.net  
 

 
 

Congratulations to Ms. Goutellõs class for collecting the 

most box tops this Fall and winning the Fall pizza party.  

Keep bringing box tops in to your classroom teacher. The 

next class that collects the most will  receive a pizza 

party in the Spring!  

Have you been to The Streets at 

Southglenn recently?  The movie theater 

is open.  There is an ice skating rink 

under the twinkling holiday lights and 

Santa can be found during many weekend 

hours.   
 

Franklin is current ly in 3rd place for this program but 

we have a great opportunity to move up.  All receipts 

logged between November 15th and January 15th are 

worth triple points.  All Hollywood Theaters receipts 

logged by January 15th are worth 50 pts per dollar.      
 

E- MAIL PROGRAM POINTS  

Sign up for the Street Smarts E -mail program and earn 

1,000 points  for our school.  To sign up, visit 

www.shopsouthglenn.com and follow the Street Smarts 

link to register.   
 

LIBRARY POINTS  

In addition to earning points for shopping, the  program 

awards 100 points for each item (book, movie, CD, etc.) 

you check out from the Southglenn library.  Submit your 

checkout receipt as outlined below.  This only applies to 

items checked out at the Southglenn branch.  
 

Receipts may be registered in on e of three ways.  

1.  Drop off receipts in the green and white Street 

Smarts collection box located in the PTO/Community 

room at Franklin.  

2.  Drop receipts in the Street Smarts receipt collection 

box, located in the Concierge lobby near the shopping 

center p arking structure.  If using this method, please 

write Franklin across the top of the receipt.  

Occasionally receipts drop loosely into the slot and miss 

the box.  This will make sure the points are awarded 

correctly.  

3.  Keep your receipts and redeem them a t the 

Retail/Residential Management Office located at 6851 

S. Gaylord St. , Monday through Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 

pm.   This is the leasing office on the east side of the 

street, north of The Mellow Mushroom.  
 

Only original receipts are accepted.  If you ne ed y our 

original receipts returned, either choose option #3 

above or you may place them in an envelope with your 

name and your child's name, grade and teacher then 

drop them in the school collection box.  A PTO 

representative will log the receipts and retu rn them 

to you.   
 

If you have any questions regarding this program, contact 

Jeralyn Baker at jeralynb@comcast.net or 303 -771-8357.  
 

 

http://www.cartridgesforkids.com/
mailto:kimengler@comcast.net


 
 

 

 
 

 

 

òDecember Starsó is an annual event in Franklin Friends.  

Students earn stars by demonst rating extraordinary 

acts of kindness toward others.  The stars are on display 

on the cafeteria wall and prizes will be awarded on 

December 18 th , before Winter Break.  
 

Wednesday, December 9 th , is a late start morning.  A 

special assembly program is schedul ed for students in 

Franklin Friends.  Michael Stanwood will present unique 

musical instruments from around the world.  Mr. 

Stanwood is a former musical goodwill ambassador for 

the U. S. State Department and generously agreed to 

visit with us.  

 

Franklin Fri ends will not be in session during Winter 

Break, December 21 -January 1, 2010.  
 

Contact Serena Ritchie at 303 -347 -4220 with questions 

or concerns about the Franklin Friends program.  

 

THANK YOU!  
 

Thank you to Mary  Ann Walford  and Jeanette Doyle  

of our kitc hen staff for the wonderful dinner they 

prepared for our Thanksgiving Feast. Also, much 

appreciation goes out to our Hospitality Committee 

members Kristin Winfiel d, Amy Eckhout, and Shawna 

Tripp for their assistance with the preparations , 

decorations , and ticket sales . A great job was also done 

by parent volunteers Laura Molzahn, Jeralyn Baker, 

Gina Wetzel, Kris Carafelli, Pete Stephenson, 

Suzanne Frisch, Maripat Sparks, Angela Lennox, 

Cindy Hayes, Doug McBride, Lynn Montgomery, Pam 

Smith, Eric Johnson, and  Michelle Johnson . Thanks to 

all who joined us on this very special day.  

 

 

 

 

Is it possible to teach your child positive conflict 

resolution skills in a fun, relatable and utterly engaging 

way? Imagination Mak ers Theater Companyõs play, òThe 

Trouble with Jesseó, does just that and ties into the 

school curriculum! By encouraging your child to think 

about and take responsibility for his or her actions, this 

play helps your child figure out the best resolution for  a 

positive outcome. Performed by 4 adult professional 

actors and one musician, the play is based on a story 

penned by children. As your child recognizes their own 

lives in other studentsõ writing, they will realize that 

others are experiencing the same ch allenges, heartache, 

and triumphs that they are experiencing in their own 

worlds. òThe Trouble with Jesseó can be a powerful 

catalyst for illuminating discussions between you and 

your child.  
 

Exposing your child to cul tural events can be expensive. 

Thanks to funds from your school and a grant from 

Arapahoe County Scientific Cultural Facilities District 

(SCFD), Imagination Makers is performing òThe Trouble 

with Jesseó at Franklin  on Tuesday, December  15, at 

1:45 p.m.   
  

 
 

 

Please look for  the following flyers in our Information 

Center located outside the main office:  
 

V YMCA Youth Sports  

V Science Matters  

V Spanish Club 

V Southglenn StreetSmarts  

V Tri -County H1N1 Immunization Clinics  

 
 
 

Remember to turn in your 

UNICEF boxes so we can 

finalize and se nd our 

contribution in  to UNICEF .  

Thanks for all who  

          participated.  

 



 
 

     

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Littleton Fire  Department  is collecting new and used 

toys this holiday season.   Toys may be dropped off at 

any Littleton Fire Station until Tuesday December 8 th .  

The Arapahoe Santa Claus Shop will distribute the toys 

to low income families from Littleton, Englewood and 

Sheridan.   Any and all toys up to the age of 12 are 

greatly appreciated.  
 

 

            
 

 

 
 
 
 

Powell Pride Tour  
 

Potential open enrollment parents for the 2010-2011 school year are invited to 
attend one of our scheduled Powell Pride Tours.  This tour will allow you the 
opportunity to meet with Mr. Steve Wolf, Principal of Powell Middle School, for an 
hour of information, question and answers, and a short school tour.   

 
Tour Dates  

 

December 3          December 11           
January 7          January 22          January 28  

February 4          February 19  
 

Time: 9:00a.m. �± 10:00a.m. 
 

WHY POWELL 
 

Ê  �7�K�H���3�R�Z�H�O�O���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���L�V���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�H�G���L�Q���R�X�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�¶���V�X�F�F�H�V�V���D�Q�G���Z�H���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�� 

our parents to be actively involved. 

Ê  �3�R�Z�H�O�O���I�R�F�X�V�H�V���R�Q���W�K�H���V�S�H�F�W�U�X�P���R�I���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F�V���I�R�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�¶���R�I���D�O�O���O�H�Y�H�O�V������
Interventions are provided for those in need as well as enrichment programs for 
gifted students. 

Ê  Powell is the leader in instructional technology at the middle school level within 

Littleton Public Schools.  Most classrooms are equipped with a SmartBoard, 
projector, document camera and netbooks. 

Ê  P�R�Z�H�O�O���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V���³�3�%�6�´�����3�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H���%�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U���6�X�S�S�R�U�W�����W�R���K�H�O�S���F�U�H�D�W�H���D���S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H��
learning environment to enhance our school culture and climate. 

Ê  Powell offers a full array of elective classes, including: Art, 2D Art, 3D Art, 

Spanish, Industrial Technologies, Computers, Consumer Family Studies, 
Concert Band, Symphonic Band, Puma Band, Strings, Guitar, Choir, Ladies 
Select, Jazz Choir, Powell Network News, AVID, Award winning Yearbook and 
GT Seminars. 

Ê  Powell Promotes student involvement by offering competitive sports, engaging 

activities and varied clubs. 
 

 
 

                
    

 
 
 


